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“I  don’t  imagine  that  we  can alter anything in our own lifetime. But one can imagine 
lit- tle  knots  of  resistance  springing  up  here  and  there—small groups  of  people  
banding  themselves  together,  and  gradu- ally growing, and even leaving a few 
records behind, so that the next generations can carry on where we leave of.” (Orwell, 
196). Throughout the novel Winston continuously is fighting for freedom and a voice in 
his society that is filled with hatred and many rules. With him and Julia beginning to 
rebel now he believes that others will follow in their footsteps, see that a change must 
be made, and eventually out an end to big brother. 



“‘I betrayed you,’ she said baldly.

‘I betrayed you,’ he said.

She gave him another quick look of dislike.” (Orwell, 369). Because of how powerful 
the party was, once they had begun to torture Winston and Julia they had accepted 
their fate and realized that the party was to powerful to overthrow, meaning they would 
never be able to make a change. Winston and Julia disregarded their loyalty for each 
other once they saw how powerful the party was. 


Throughout the novel the author is trying to warn the audience that something 
exactly like this could happen in the future, and with this being an issue to watch 
out for their must already be signs of the government currently hiding things from 
its own country that the citizens are clueless to. This could be through money, 
diseases, and anything else that the government has control of.
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1984’s premise, in a way, reminds me of 
Fahrenheit 451. The way the government controls 
its population and how many choose to allow it is 
very reminiscent in both books, with the main 
character taking risks to find a sense of “freedom.” 
As well as this, both characters are hunted down 
by the controlling governments, but their outcomes 
are complete opposites. Winston succumbs to the 
will of the Party, while Guy lives on apart from 
society’s pressure.  

A fight was all for naught 
With the horror it had brought 
Now broken under the chestnut tree 
For they have given up their plea 

Does it truly matter if Big Brother is real or not? 
When considering the premise of control, no, it doesn’t matter if Big Brother is •
real or not. The Party reins supreme all the same. 

Could Winston have avoided his fate as a slave to the Party? 
Honestly, I’m not too sure. In the long run, no, I don’t believe he couldn’t •
avoided his fate considering that O’Brien had been monitoring him for years 
before his capture, but at the same time, the choice to try fleeing from 
Oceania wasn’t exactly explored, so Winston could’ve possibly escaped. 

“Anything could be true. The so-called laws of nature were nonsense. The law of gravity was nonsense. ‘If I wished,’ O’Brien had said, ‘I 
could float off this floor like a soap bubble.’ Winston worked it out. ‘If he thinks he floats off the floor, and if I simultaneously think I see 
him do it, then the thing happens’” (Orwell 278). 

Here, Orwell outlines exactly how the Party has kept so much mental control over its citizens. By forcing them to believe falsified 
information while insisting it’s the majority’s belief, the Party is able to seemingly make this information true. Even if common sense or 
laws go against it, as long as it’s being pressured by the Party, then it’s true in the minds of the citizens. 

In general, the majority of my reaction to 1984 was neutral, not really leaving any sort of impact on my perspectives or 
thoughts on the world. The novel was generally mundane, resulting in me often losing my interest in continuing. Part Three 
especially was like this, with the endless torture and constant pointless dialogue. It killed off the ending for me, and took away 
any sort of impression it could have left in the long run.

I believe that Orwell’s attempt to warn humanity through 1984 
is as pointless as Winston’s and Julia’s journey.

“O cruel, needless misunderstanding! O stubborn self-willed 
exile from the loving breast! Two gin-scented tears trickled 
down the sides of his nose. But it was all right, everything 
was all right, the struggle was finished. He has won the 
victory over himself. He loved Big Brother” (Orwell 298). 

Winston never “won” anything. The victory he claims is an 
illusion, burned into his mind by the Party’s ways of mental 
and physical torture. They altered his entire mindset in the 
end, forcing him into believing that he truly loves Big Brother 
and the Party. Everything was “all right” because the pain 
stopped, and he stopped trying to fight what he couldn’t 
defeat.
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Truthfully I was scared seeing 
the comparisons to out world 
and what I read in the book. At 
the same time I found it very 
intriguing because I never knew 
what dystopias were and after 
reading it I realized just how 
many things I read and watched 
that were dystopias. It allowed 
me to rethink about those books, 
movies, or shows, and get a 
different meaning or just to have 
a different point of view. I at first 
didn’t think I would like the book 
but after a couple of chapters it 
kept getting interesting.

The manga The Promised Neverland is a dystopian manga 
just like 1984. In this dystopian society orphaned kids live in 
a big house, they are led to believe that they are orphans 
that will eventually find a home before the age of 12. The 
truth is they are living on a farm and they are they produce. 
Isabella the “mom” acts like the government and tells the 
kids never to go past the woods because it is dangerous but 
the truth is she doesn’t want the kids to see they are being 
trapped inside gigantic walls. Just like Smith; Norman and 
Emma find out the truth about the life they are living and 
how everything they’ve known was false. The reality is that 
they are being raised and given to demons to be eaten. It 
goes to show how easily people are manipulated into 
thinking a certain way especially if that’s all they’ve know 
their whole life, they’ll be scared to question or go against 
what is ideal in their world but will do it because they know 
deep in their hearts something isn’t right. 

oy, something that didn’t 
last as long as she hoped.

knowingly she was being 
watched. 

I believe that propaganda 
plays a big part in how 
society is influenced,. In the 
book it played a major part in 
why the people of Oceania 
were scared of Big Brother 
and were loyal. Although 
today propaganda isn’t on 
posters everywhere is can be 
found on the internet it just 
won’t be as obvious but will 
try to persuade you.

1) “Perhaps one did not want to be
loved so much as to be 
understood”(Orwell 252).  In the end 
Winston didn’t care so much about 
being loved he truly cared about 
being able to have the same ideas 
as someone. Since originality was 
not something common in Oceania 
he liked the idea that he could talk 
to O’Brien although he was being 
tortured by O’Brien.   

2) “The capitalists owned
everything in the world, and
everyone else was their slave. They
owned all the land, all the houses,
all the factories and all the money”
(Orwell 73). This shows the class
struggle because the capitalists are
indeed a monopoly. The capitalists
have power over everything and
because of this those who are poor
...........have to endure 
their ...harshness since they 
were ..considered slaves.

n the end both her and 
Winston betrayed each 

oved Winston and being 
able to be rebel against 
the government just by 
being with him.

lways fell asleep when 
Winston talked into depth 
about the brotherhood.

Q: If in today’s world we had telescreens what would 
change? 
A: In today’s day if we had telescreens I think there was 
be less problems because everyone would be too scared 
to do anything bad. This isn’t necessarily a good thing 
because just like in 1984 their could be a group going 
against the government or people doing things in secret 
which could be possible although it wasn’t possible in 
1984. Society would lack originality and would start to 
always listen to the government and believe everything 
they said.  

Q: Can betraying someone be justified? 
Betraying someone will always cause someone to end 
up getting hurt, I genuinely don’t think betraying 
someone can be justified. Although Winston was faced 
with his biggest fear which led to him betraying Julia in 
they end they both stated that in the end they didn’t feel 
the same way and that they were both selfish. If       
I truly loved someone I wouldn’t think of betraying .        
them even if it hurt me in the end.
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Connection: I can connect with 
Winston on O’Brian’s betrayal. 
Similar to Winston, I trusted a 
person but he soon betrayed me 
and used those secrets against 
me.

 Minister of Truth Minister of Love

Poem:  
The pain of losing trust,  
Is caused by something unjust. 
With the betrayal of someone close, 
Can become ones greatest foes..  
If only I stayed in my lane,  
then I wouldn’t feel so much pain. 

Quotes: “Always  the  eyes  watching  
you  and  the  voice  enveloping  you. 
Asleep or awake, working or eating, 
indoors or out of doors, in the bath or in 
bed—no escape” (Orwell 34). This quote 
is important because it shows the power 
of the party and the little to no freedom 
the people have. “We know that  no  one  
ever  seizes  power  with  the  intention  
of  relinquishing it” (Orwell 332). This 
quotes reveals that since the party 
already has all the power, the party will 
control the people for a very long time.

I Believe: I believe that our 
generation and the generation to 
come will never become like the 
government in 1984. This is because 
everyone believes that their opinion 
matters and of they don’t get their 
way, people will start rampaging. 
Evidence of this is people raiding the 
capital when something unpleasant 
happened.

Connection: 1984 is very similar to 
another novel I have read during my 
sophomore year and that book was called 
Anthem. This book is similar to Anthem in 
many ways, but the most important one is 
the control the higher ups have over the 
people. From the controlling higher ups to 
the one rebellious character, anthem in a 
way also warns the readers about the 
device ways that the government may 
come up with if too much power was given 
to them.

Questions:  
What other methods could Winston have 
taken to have a better chance at achieving 
his goal? 
A: Winston shouldn’t have his guard down no 
matter what situation he was in. From always 
knowing that big brother is always watching 
you means that most safe places are not safe 
so he must keep his guard up like around 
O’Brian. 
Q: How did the party control and maintain 
power? 
They use physical and mental brain. By attacking a 
person with their weakness, they become 
vulnerable and is easy to manipulate. With this 
method they easily conquered the people
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“Who controls the past,’ ran the Party slogan, ‘controls the future: who controls the 
present controls the past” (Orwell 44). Winston realizes that truth all over Oceania is 
being destroyed in large quantities. He begins to understand that the Party is working to 
eliminate all records of the past and in its place will be put the Party’s own “version” of 
history which will make the Party own the future since it has changed the narrative of the 
past. This is a prime example of the Party’s technique of using falsified historical records 
to break down the mental independence of its citizens. The Party created a past that was 
full of misery along with suffering and it claims to have liberated the human race which 
then compels all the people of Oceania to work toward the Party’s goals. Therefore 
fulfilling the Party’s lust and quest for absolute power.

DIABOLICAL

MANIP
ULAT

ION

Does Winston and Julia’s romantic affair succeed as a 
rebellion against the Party?

Oceania needs to be in perpetual war with the other superpowers 
such as Eastasia and Eurasia because the presence of a common 
enemy prevents internal conflicts and unites the people of Oceania 
together under the helm of the Party which means the Party has 
complete dominion over them. This allows the Party to further their 
own goals and ambitions because they are able to control their entire 
population for their own benefit to gain pure power. This is supported 
when O’Brien tells Winston that the Party gains power just for the 
reason to gain absolute power.

“Never again will you be capable of ordinary human feeling. Everything will be dead inside you. Never again 
will you be capable of love, or friendship, or joy of living, or laughter, or curiosity, or courage, or integrity. You 
will be hollow. We shall squeeze you empty, and then we shall fill you with ourselves”(Orwell 323).  During the 
torture of Winston, O’Brien showcases Big Brother’s vast power as seen in his ability to strip Winston of his 
very humanity. This also highlights the main message which Orwell wanted to pass on to his audience which 
is the severe danger in totalitarianism. By depicting Winston getting dehumanized and losing his ability to 
laugh and love, it solidifies Orwell’s message to the audience and it stands as a stark reminder to what will 
happen if humanity stands idly as totalitarian governments rise up.Highlights the immense power of the Party.


Winston and Julia’s romantic affair does succeed as a rebellion against the Party because that is 
the ultimate form of rebellion against the Party. They professed their private loyalties to each 
other which according to the Party is not allowed. This is supported because right after they 
profess their private loyalties to each other, the Thought Police captures them immediately 
instead of earlier. It is only by abolishing private loyalties entirely that the Party is able to ensure 
the blind loyalty of their citizens to their regime. This is the Party’s most powerful tool of control. 
This is further supported when Winston explains the aim of the Party which is when he says that 
the Party prevents men and women from forming private loyalties to one another which it might 
not be able to control.


Why does Oceania need to be in a war constantly 
with other factions such as Eurasia and Eastasia?

Psychological Manipulation  
Absolute Power 
Re-education  
Technology  
Your Leader

Reaction to End of the Novel- “He had won the victory over 
himself. He loved Big Brother” (Orwell 376). The ending was sad and 
showcased evil triumphing rather than the good prevailing. Orwell 
wrote 1984 as a cautionary tale which would warn the audience on 
the serious dangers of totalitarianism, therefore meaning that the 
story would have a bleak and depressing ending in order to get his 
message clearly across to his readers. The final line implies that 
Winston is now fully transformed into a mindless, brainwashed 
“zombie” that lost all of its humanity. This line sums up the goals of 
the book very well to highlight to the audience on what will happen if 
people just stand idly as they see their world crumble down upon 
them as totalitarian governments rise up and it highlights Orwell’s 
bleak view of the future. Despite the ending being depressing it was 
the right ending for the cautionary tale that is 1984.


Reaction to Winston’s torture- “He  had  
stopped  because  he  was  frightened.  A  
bowed, grey-coloured,  skeleton-like thing 
was coming towards him. Its actual 
appearance was frightening, and not 
merely the fact that he knew it to be 
himself. He moved closer to the glass. The 
creature’s  face  seemed to be protruded, 
be- cause of its bent  carriage...a bald  
scalp, a crooked nose, and  battered-
looking cheekbones above which his eyes 
were fierce and watchful. The cheeks were 
seamed, the mouth had a drawn-in look. 
Certainly it was his own face, but it seemed 
to him that it had changed more than he 
had changed inside” (Orwell 341). Winston 
is described as being partly bald, his skin is 
gray, he is covered with wounds and scars, 
he is frail and he is stooped over. Once he 
sees himself in the mirror, he collapses and 
cries on a small stool. When Orwell 
describes the horrific state Winston is in, it 
is shocking, sad and graphic. The Party is 
showing not only the physical torture 
Winston has endured but also the 
psychological toll that his torture has taken 
on him is highlighted when he collapses 
upon seeing the sight of his own decrepit 
body. The audience pities Winston 
immensely upon reading the description of 
his physical body. Winston’s horrific 
appearance emphasizes the extensive 
torture that is carried out by the Party, not 
to kill him but to indoctrinate and change 
him completely by using brutal tactics. It is 
a horrific and painful scene for the 
audience because Winston represents us if 
we were put in Oceania. Winston’s 
deterioration represents our own 
deterioration when put under the rule of the 
great evil which is totalitarianism. 

ATTENTION

HORRIFIC

I believe 
privacy is 
crucial and 
valuable in my 
life. 

In the novel 1984, Orwell talks 
about the Party watching over all 
of its citizens 24/7 even through 
their televisions. Today there is 
strikingly similar parallel which is 
that the NSA collects all data and 
communication from every U.S 
citizen. The notion that ones 
personal digital messages would 
remain in the hands of the 
government rather than be in ones 
own private hands is frightening 
and reveals the scope of how 
much the government is beginning 
to intrude into the private lives of 
citizens. How much longer until 
devices such as telescreens and 
hidden microphones hidden 
everywhere become real instead 
of being works of fiction.
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FREEDOM IS SLAVERY

“Confession is not betrayal. What you say or do doesn't 
matter; only feelings matter. If they could make me stop loving 
you-that would be the real betrayal” (Orwell 210)

This quote is ironic foreshadowing as Winston will eventually 
betray Julia. It also shows the fragility of human emotions and 
relationships.




Fantasy

Rationality

Eastasia

Eurasia



Winston

Illusion

Lies

Lamentable 


“Perhaps one did not want to be loved so much as to be 
understood” (Orwell 318)

He didn't so much want to be loved by Julia at first, so much as long 
as he finally had someone in his life who shared his ideology and 
beliefs of the party. He grew up his whole life believing he was the only 
anti-party person. So it would make sense at this point in his life to 
want to just be understood for once.

Comparisons between Orwell’s 
novel about a tightly controlled 
totalitarian future and today are 
quite apt.

Telescreens – in the novel, 
nearly all public and private 
places have large TV screens 
that broadcast government 
propaganda, news and 
approved entertainment. But 
they are also two-way monitors 
that spy on citizens’ private 
lives. Today websites like 
Facebook track our likes and 
dislikes, and governments and 
private individuals hack into our 
computers and find out what 
they want to know. 

I believe in the 
adaptability of people. 
People are able to 
conform and fit into any 
situation or lifestyle and 
accept it. Winston 
would have loved living 
with freedom, but even 
in the harsh conditions 
of living as a party 
member, Winston is still 
able to live and accept 
his life. This relates to 
real life because many 
people believe humans 
are too selfish by nature 
to live under a socialist 
government. However, 
people adapt and 
change based on the 
conditions they were 
raised under. This is 
why the Party in 1984 
will never fall. It is 
changing people to 
believe that those 
conditions are normal. 

 

The ending of 1984 surprised me. I wasn’t 
expecting Big Brother to win

Why is the war in 1984 never ending?

In 1984, the endless war enables the 
ruling class to remain in power while the 
lower classes remain powerless. In 
Goldstein’s manifesto, he observes that 
a country that is productive will 
eventually become prosperous, unless 
something is done to destroy the fruits of 
that productivity. War is the ultimate 
solution to this problem. War forces the 
population to be more and more 
productive, but all those products are 
destroyed by the war, so the people 
never benefit from their work. The ruling 
class gains power while the lower 
classes never benefit from their labor 
and can be branded as unpatriotic if 
they try to resist exploitation. Further, a 
state of constant war keeps the 
population fearful and eager to give up 
their freedoms for security. Meaningless 
victories can be claimed by the Party 
from time to time in order to stir up 
patriotism and encourage citizens that 
their hard lives are having a positive 
effect on the war effort

How is Julia's rebellion against the Party 
different than Winston's rebellion?

While Winston holds a philosophical position that 
rejects the Party as unjust and inhumane, Julia 
simply doesn’t like all the rules and finds ways to 
break them when she can safely do so. As a result, 
even though Winston more strongly believes in the 
need to destroy the Party, Julia actually does more 
day-to-day to break the rules. Her ability to gather 
contraband in a way that Winston can’t reflects this 
difference between their rebellions. Julia has lots of 
contact with other people who do not obey the 
rules of the Party. Julia has had many secret lovers, 
and presumably some of these people supply her 
with contraband. Julia specifically mentions waiters 
and servants who work for the Inner Party and have 
access to contraband not usually available to the 
Outer Party
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